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R693reintroduce some of the recently 
lost British species to the grounds 
of Chartwell but these were put on 
hold as the country went to war with 
Germany. But it was a mission he 
returned to after the end of the war 
in 1945.
Although he was unsuccessful at 
introducing lost species, he reared 
many native species in cages in 
his butterfly house. And, on the 
occasion of grand garden parties 
at Chartwell, he would arrange 
with his local entomologist friend, 
L. Hugh Newman, for the delivery 
of butterflies to be released in 
the garden for the pleasure of his 
guests.
The National Trust announced the 
emergence of the first butterflies 
from Chartwell this summer since 
the 1950s. Six Peacocks emerged in 
July and several Painted Ladies, one 
of Churchill’s favourites, appeared 
last month. 
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While the UK marked the seventieth 
anniversary of the speech by its 
famous prime minister, Winston 
Churchill, to parliament as the 
country was under growing air 
attack from Germany during the 
second world war, the National 
Trust announced a project revealing 
a completely different side to 
Churchill.
The Trust has finally completed 
the restoration of the butterfly 
house at Churchill’s country home 
at Chartwell in Kent, 40 km south 
of London. Like many wealthy 
Victorian children, Churchill was a 
keen lepidopterist and collected 
specimens that were then abundant 
in the fields around his school. But, 
unlike many of the other children, he 
maintained his interest into adult life 
and was stimulated by the species 
he encountered in his travels to 
South Africa, India and Cuba.
It was on the eve of war, however, 
as he waited at home for the call to 
arms that Churchill returned to his 
butterfly passion with unexpected  
fervour. He hatched grand plans to 
Passionate: Winston Churchill was an enthusiastic lepidopterist, creating a butterfly house where he bred native species, now restored, 
at his home at Chartwell in Kent. (Photo: Getty/Time & Life Pictures.)
Favourite: Churchill was particularly fond of Painted Ladies, a common summer visitor to 
Britain. (Photo: Mary Devane.)
